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for the fact. Many succeeding writers mention it. Lucas
of Tuyl says that Ramiro was asked for the tribute in 842.
Johannes Vasaeus 2 speaks of it, as also Alfonso, Bishop of
Burgos ;3 and lastly, Rodrigo of Toledo 4 says that Maure-
gatus (783-788), having obtained the throne of Leon by
Saracen help, agreed to send this tribute yearly.

On the whole, then, the evidence is in favour of the
maiden tribute being no myth, but of its having been
regularly paid for more than fifty years. Most of these
Christian maidens probably embraced the religion of their
husbands, but in some cases they no doubt converted them
to their own faith.

From different causes, some of which will be mentioned
elsewhere, conversions were frequent from one religion to
the other. Motives of worldly interest naturally caused the
balance in these to fall very much against the Christians,
but as the Mohammedan power declined the opposite was
the case. Though voluntary apostasy was, and is, un-
pardonable, Mohammed seems to have made allowances for
those who apostatized under compulsion; for when one
of his followers, Ammar ibn Yaser, being tortured by the
Koreish, renounced his belief in God and in Mohammed's
mission, but afterwards came weeping to the Prophet, Mo-
hammed received him kindly, and, Wiping his eyes, said:
f' What fault was it of thine, if they forced thee ? "5

1  Lucas Tudensis, " Chronicon Mundi," bk. iv.

2  "Hispaniae Chronicon," 783 A.D.

3  <c Anacephalaiosis," sec. 51.                  4 III. c. 7.
5  Koran, xvi. ver. 109, Sale's note.